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WARNING: 
Motor vehicle mishaps, in competition or otherwise, can result in injury or 
death. Minors without parental consent or supervision should never use 
motor vehicles. 
 
*New or changed rules 
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11 Senior 40 yrs and Over Solo 
12 86cc-360cc Studded Sidecar 
13 361cc-650cc Studded Sidecar 
14 651cc-Up Studded Sidecar 

 

4. No traction devices are permitted on boots. 

5. In studded-tire classes, studded tires are permitted, and 
protective front and rear fenders are necessary, extending 
at least 90 degrees from a vertical line drawn through the 
axle. Studs must be sheet metal screws between sizes #7 
and #10, with a hexagonal head and one screwdriver slot. 
These studs must be screwed into the tire from the outside 
and may not protrude more than 3/16-inch from the outer 
edge of the tire. No screw modifications are allowed. 

6. Tire cutting or regrooving is not permitted in studded 
classes. 

7. Sidecars must be equipped with tether-type kill switches--
not buttons or other types of switches--and the cord must 
be fastened directly around the driver’s wrist, not to his 
clothing. 

8. In sidecar events, only the rear wheel of the motorcycle 
may be driven by the engine. 

9. WARNING: Motor vehicle mishaps, in competition or 
otherwise, can result in injury or death. Minors without 
parental consent or supervision should never use motor 
vehicles. 

J. Drag Race  

The rules of AMA-affiliated organizations will apply to their 
meets. There is no appeal of referee’s decisions at these 
meets. 

1. Drag races may be either time trials or a final race 
between two contestants from a standing start to finish line 
over a measured distance. The course is no longer than 
1/4-mile in length and must be perfectly straight with a 
hard, smooth surface. There must be sufficient distance 
beyond the finish line (a minimum of 1/2-mile) to allow a 
safe stop. 

2. AMA sanctioned Drag Race events are held under the 
auspices of the AMA’s Drag Race Affiliate, AMA Dragbike. 
AMA Dragbike regulations are revised annually and 
appear in full in the AMA Dragbike rulebook. Contact AMA 
Dragbike at 1250 Ohio Pike, Suite 228, Amelia, Ohio 
45102, or see www.amadragbike.com for the latest 
regulations. 

K. Hillclimb 

1. A Hillclimb is a series of trials against time or distance, or a 
series of match races against time or distance, on a 
specially prepared hill. The starting line must be on a level 
surface at the bottom of the hill, 20- to 30-feet from the 
timing line. The finish must be at least 20-feet below the 
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crest of the hill, and marked with a lime line that is to 
remain visible throughout the competition. Both edges of 
the course must be marked safely, without using stakes. 
Additional width may be allowed if riders are descending 
and climbing on the same side of the hill. Hills must be at 
least 30-feet wide. 

2. Motorcycles are classified as the following: 

a. Sportsman-limited to motorcycles meeting equipment 
standards in this chapter. Motorcycles in this class 
are not limited to .080 overbore. All motorcycles 
bored beyond .080 over manufacturers specifications 
will run in the class of the modified engines 
displacement. 

b. Open multi-cylinder motorcycles that do not conform 
to Sportsman standards. In this class, multi-cylinder 
motorcycles of all engine sizes run without handicap. 

3. Events run the following Sportsman classes, although not 
all classes must be run if advertised in advance. 

Class Engine size or age 
1 86cc - 125cc 
2 126cc - 200cc 
3 201cc - 250cc 
4 251cc - 450cc 
5 451cc - 600cc 
6 86cc - 600cc 4-stroke only 
7 601cc - 750cc 
8 Open Class including 751cc and up 
9 Riders 40 yrs. on any size machine 

10 86cc-400cc: (engine in matching frame, 
stock wheelbase) 

11 Open 401cc and up: (engine in matching 
frame, stock wheelbase). 

12 Super Senior, riders over 50 on any size 
machine. 

13 Women’s 86cc-Open 
 

a. Non-point paying exhibition classes will not be 
counted toward the class number limit for hillclimb 
competitors. 

4. Equipment Standards-In addition to the equipment 
standards described in section 3.2, hillclimb machines also 
must meet the following requirements: 

a. Transmission and Gearing 

There is no limitation on gearing. Full gearboxes are 
not required. See section 3.2 regarding sprockets. 

b. Frame 
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(1) Aftermarket frames and swingarms are 
permitted. Swingarms may be extended without 
moving the machine into the Open class. 

(2) Tire chains are not permitted. 

(3) Installing an engine from a motorcycle into a 
minicycle frame or a frame indicated by a 
manufacturer as a minicycle frame will not be 
permitted. 

(4) *Titanium, Aluminum or Chromalloy material 
may be used to build Hillclimb frames, sub-
frames and swing arms. 

c. Motorcycles must be equipped with a dead-man kill 
switch that will stop the engine when the rider 
dismounts or falls. The cord that is attached to the 
dead man cannot be elastic and must kill the engine 
when the rider’s wrist moves 36” from the handlebars. 

d. Hillclimb machines may not be equipped with devices 
that will aid the rider in keeping both wheels on the 
ground. 

e. Motorcycles must be equipped with a braking device 
that operates on at least the front wheel. 

f. There is no minimum gas tank size. However, tanks 
must be mounted securely and have a shutoff valve. 

g. The maximum wheel rim width is 5-inches, measured 
at the outside of the tire bead mounting surface. Only 
one rear tire is permitted. 

h. Hillclimb motors may be bored or stroked .080 
oversize from stock, without advancing to higher 
displacement class. Motorcycles which have had later 
model cylinders installed which do not increase the 
displacement beyond the class displacement limit will 
be allowed the same .080 overbore from that new 
displacement. 

i. No paddle tire may be used for hillclimb. A paddle tire 
is a tire in which the ridges (paddles-knobs-ribs) 
crossing the tire at any angle are as wide as the 
primary tire (sidewall to sidewall) with no gaps along 
the length of the ridge, as originally sold by the 
distributing manufacturer. Additionally, if the 
manufacturer calls it a paddle tire, then it must be 
considered as such, even if modified. 

5. An electric timer must be used for scoring. If the timer 
starts the clock, but fails to stop the clock, or if the clock 
does not start and the rider successfully reaches the finish 
line, the rider may choose to take the full distance of the 
hill or ride again. If the clock does not start and the rider 
does not reach the finish line, distance will be recorded 
and no rerun opportunity will be given. 

6. If possible, each rider is given two rides, barring problems 
caused by lack of daylight, weather or equipment 
malfunctions. If a rider is not ready within 2-minutes of his 
name being called, it will be considered a ride. Finishing 

T
R

A
C

K
 R

A
C

IN
G



108

 108 

positions are determined by the competitor’s best single 
ride. Ties are broken by a one-run ride-off between those 
competitors who are tied. 

7. A hillclimb attempt ends when the motorcycle’s forward 
progress stops while the rider is still on the machine. A 
rider may not dismount and push, nor may he use his feet 
to push. Measurement is taken from the starting line to the 
center of the front wheel where the motorcycle stops. 

a. A rider must have at least one hand on the 
handlebars as it goes through the top light or the run 
is disallowed. No rerun will be given. 

b. *The referee will appoint a knowledgeable person 
to be a judge and/or umpire. This person will be 
placed at the finish line, with a means of 
communication with the referee. This person 
should be introduced at the riders' meeting. 

8. No one may ride on the hill within 10 days before a 
national amateur event. 

L. European Hillclimb 

1. A series of trials against time and/or distance, or a series 
of match races against time and/or distance on a paved or 
graded road surface ascending a hill. 

M. Road Racing 

Road racing meets take place on paved circuits with right and 
left hand turns. Regulations for AMA sanctioned road racing 
events are developed and published by the AMA Affiliates and 
Chartered Organizations that have sanctioned the meets with 
the AMA. Refer to the guidelines published by the chartered 
organizations for details. 

N. Speedway and Speedway Long Track 

Speedway and Speedway Long Track meets take place on oval 
tracks generally a 1/4-mile or less in circumference (Speedway) 
and up to a 1/2-mile circumference (Speedway Long Track). 
AMA sanctioned Speedway and Speedway Long Track events 
are held under the auspices of the AMA’s exclusive Speedway 
Competition Affiliate, USA Speedway, and all USA Speedway 
meets are sanctioned by the AMA. AMA USA Speedway 
regulations are revised annually and appear in full in the USA 
Speedway Rules of Competition. Contact USA Speedway at 
www.USASpeedway.org for the latest regulations. 

O. Supermoto 

Supermoto races are run on tracks that are a combination of 
pavement and dirt using both left- and right-hand turns. Tracks 
are normally 3/8- to 1-mile in length and normally consist of 
30% dirt and 70% pavement and include at least one jump in 
the dirt section. 

1. Rider Eligibility 

a. The race referee has the right to move riders from 
their chosen or assigned class if their performance 
jeopardizes their safety or the safety of the other 
competitors. The race referee also has the right to 
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move riders from their chosen or assigned class if 
their performance and experience level indicates that 
they are better suited for a more advanced level. 
Riders will be assigned to a class within the 
guidelines of displacement and age that is better 
suited to their skill and speed levels. 

b. Riders who have previously held a Pro license from 
an FIM- or AMA-recognized motorcycle racing 
sanctioning body are eligible to compete in amateur 
competition and are eligible for the cash awards 
(purse) from the event, but not eligible for district 
points. Pro riders are not eligible for any factory 
contingency awards for the event unless otherwise 
stated in the contingency program guidelines or rules. 
Pro riders must wait one full year after their 
professional license expires to be eligible for amateur 
national competition or year-end district awards. An 
AMA appeal process is available. AMA Pro Racing 
licensed riders must participate in the Pro class if a 
Pro class is offered. 

2. Amateur Classes 

The following classes are allowed unlimited modifications 
unless otherwise noted. All classes may be divided into A, 
B, and C levels at the promoter's discretion 

 

Class Engine Size Engine type 

125cc - 144cc 2-stroke, single-cylinder 250 

200cc - 250cc 4-stroke, single-cylinder 

125cc - 250cc 2-stroke, single-cylinder 450 

250cc - 450cc 4-stroke, single- or twin-cylinder 

250cc - open Single-cylinder Open 

250cc - 575cc Twin-cylinder 

Vet 30+ 125cc - open Single- or twin-cylinder 

Senior 40+ 125cc - open Single- or twin-cylinder 

Sportsman Open Single- or twin-cylinder 

 

For the Sportsman class only: Any rider entered in any of the 
Pro or Expert classes is not eligible to race in the Sportsman 
class, even if the motorcycle meets the requirements for the 
class. Original crankcase, cylinder(s) and head(s) and original 
bore, stroke and displacement must be retained. No 
modifications are allowed to stock air-box, suspension or 
chassis. Brake rotors, pads and lines may be upgraded, but 
stock brake calipers and master cylinders must be retained. 
Other changes are allowed to: exhaust, tires, gearing, jetting, 
handlebars, levers, grips, hand guards and cosmetics. Must use 
original equipment standard (stock) size wheels (must have 21-
inch front wheel and 18-inch or 19-inch rear wheel) and full 
(stock) suspension travel. DOT tires are recommended. 
Minimum age is 14. Note: If the motorcycle was sold as a 
street-legal Supermoto bike in the United States or Canada with 
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17-inch front wheels, then 17-inch front wheels may be used on 
the bike. For street-legal motorcycles, DOT tires are mandatory. 

Class Engine Size Engine type 

85cc – 112cc 2-stroke, single-cylinder 

125cc – 150cc 4-stroke, single-cylinder 

Senior 
Super 
Mini 

Unlimited modifications, with the exception that  
they must maintain a mini chassis. 

75cc – 150cc 2-stroke air-cooled single-cylinder Pit Bike 

Unlimited modifications, with the exception that they 
must maintain a mini chassis. Maximum wheel 
diameter is 17”. 

   
Class Engine Size Engine type 

open any ATV 
Open 
(16+) Stock frame and ATV engine cases from the original 

manufacturer of that make and model are required. 
OEM frames may have material added for strength; 
these changes shall not affect frame geometry. 

 
3. Youth Classes 

YOUTH CLASSES 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 

0cc – 51cc  2-stroke 50cc 4 – 8 yrs 
0cc – 51cc 4-stroke 

Original crankcase, cylinder and heads and original bore, stroke 
and displacement must be retained. Modifications are allowed to 
stock air box, suspension, chassis, exhaust, tires, gearing, 
jetting, handlebars, hand guards, levers, grips and cosmetics, 
and aftermarket brake pads may be used. Maximum wheel size 
12”. 
 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 

52cc – 65cc  2-stroke 65cc 7 – 11 yrs 
52cc – 90cc 4-stroke 

Must maintain a mini chassis. Maximum wheel size 14”. 
Unlimited modifications. 

 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 

66cc – 85cc  2-stroke 85cc 7 – 15 yrs 
75cc – 125cc 4-stroke 

Must maintain a mini chassis. Maximum wheel size 17”. 
Unlimited modifications. Class may be split to accommodate age 
7-11 and age 12-15 classes. 
 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 

80cc – 112cc  2-stroke Super 
Mini 

12 – 15 yrs 
75cc – 150cc 4-stroke 

Must maintain a mini chassis. Maximum wheel size: front 19”, 
rear 17”. Unlimited modifications. 
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Additional Classes: In addition to the classes described above, 
promoters may organize, advertise, and conduct additional classes 
to meet the needs of their regions. 

Additional classes must be listed on the sanction application and 
approved by the AMA. 

All classes advertised must be made available unless there are 
fewer than five riders, then the classes may be eliminated or 
combined. If necessary, classes will be combined based on similar 
displacement and age and will be scored separately. 

4. Equipment Standards 

a. Rear axle and foot peg sliders are recommended to 
help keep the damage to the racing surface to a 
minimum. Hand guard/bar sliders or non-metal, open-
ended hand guards are recommended to help keep 
the damage to the racing surface to a minimum. 
Sliders may be required at certain racing venues.  

b. Water-cooled engines must use plain water, or water 
with WaterWetter® (or similar product) at 0.5-ounces 
per quart of plain water concentration. Glycol-based 
antifreeze or water pump lubricants of any kind are 
strictly prohibited. 

c. Fluid Containment 

(1) Oil filler caps, drain plugs and oil lines must be 
safety wired. 

(2) Oil filter bolts must be secured with safety wire. 
Spin-on oil filters must be secured with metal 
clamps and safety wire. 

(3) All machines must have a catch device attached 
that has the carburetor and radiator 
overflow/vent lines running into it. The 
crankcase breather lines are also required 
unless the lines are vented to the air box. The 
vent lines coming out of the engine must be 
routed into a heat-resistant catch device of at 
least 177 mL (6 ounces) capacity. 

d. Forks 

(1) Fork stops must be installed of sufficient size 
and strength to prevent fork tubes from 
contacting the fuel tank in a crash. 

(2) Fork oil drain screws must be safety-wired or 
taped. 

Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 
tbd  tbd ATV 

youth 
Under 16 yrs 

tbd tbd 
Riders under 16 with class details to be determined by the 
promoter with prior AMA approval. 
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e. Tires   

(1) Tires permitted in competition must meet the 
following criteria (unless otherwise specified by 
class requirements): 

a. Class C dirt track tires 

b. Road-race slicks 

c. Cut road-race slicks 

d. Road-race rain tires 

e. Any DOT tire excluding DOT knobby tires 

f. Lights-Headlight, taillight and turn signals must be 
removed or taped. Clear tape may not be used 

g. Technical Inspection 

(1) All race bikes must meet AMA requirements and 
the technical inspection process must be 
successfully completed prior to any on-track 
activity and remain in compliance at all times on 
track. 

(2) By participating in the event, the rider agrees to 
conform to AMA and recognized organization 
rules. Passing the technical inspection does not 
give immunity from protest. 

(3) The rider or his crew is required to point out any 
problems or potential problems with the rider’s 
race bike. 

(4) If the referee or technical inspector does not 
notice an illegal modification or a failure to 
conform to AMA requirements, the rider is still 
responsible for the machine to meet AMA or 
recognized organization requirements. 

(5) The referee or technical inspector may, at any 
time, re-inspect any race bike and revoke 
approval if the machine no longer meets these 
requirements.  

5. Race Rules 

a. It is recommended that race distance will be 
determined by a number of laps that most closely 
meets a time of 15-minutes plus 2-laps in duration. At 
the discretion of the race referee, race distances may 
be shortened. 

b. A heat race and final type program will be used. 

c. Race direction can be either clockwise or counter-
clockwise. 

6. Rider Briefings 

a. All riders entered in a meet must attend the rider 
briefing/meeting. 
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b. The race referee may call roll or spot-check 
attendance. 

7. Starting Procedures 

a. The official starting line for each starting row will be 
plainly marked with approximately 12-feet between 
each row to form a grid. 

b. There are four starting positions per row, 
approximately 6-feet apart. Each starting position will 
have a front and rear grid mark, approximately 12-
inches apart, representing the area where the front 
tire contact patch must be located to be properly 
staged. 

c. Starting lights or flags will be displayed in front of the 
first row and in view of each rider. 

d. At a time designated by the race referee, the grid will 
be closed to all competitors. Those riders who have 
not reported to the grid will be barred from that 
particular race. 

e. Once staged and the starter begins the starting 
procedure, no rider may move forward in the grid.  

f. Should a rider's front wheel axle cross the designated 
front grid mark before the green light/flag signal, the 
rider will have jumped the start and a penalty will be 
assessed. A rider who jumps the start will be moved 
to the penalty line (the row following the last row of 
riders). Riders who jump the line just prior to the start 
will be penalized a minimum of four finish positions, 
and at the discretion of the race referee, may be 
disqualified and black-flagged out of the event while 
the race continues. In all restarts, a rider at the 
penalty line must continue to start from the same 
position on the penalty line. 

8. Pro/Am Events 

a. Rider Eligibility 

(1) Riders who hold or have previously held an A 
classification or a Pro license from a recognized 
motorcycle race sanctioning body within the past 
2-years may enter Pro/Am classes. 

(2) Pro riders are not eligible for any factory 
contingency awards for the event unless 
otherwise stated in the contingency program 
guidelines or rules. 

(3) Any rider entered in any of the Pro/Am classes 
is not eligible to race in any amateur class 
except an A class. 

b. Classes: The following classes are allowed unlimited 
modifications unless otherwise noted. 

(1) Open Pro/Am: Single-cylinder machines with a 
displacement of 250cc - unlimited, or twin-
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cylinder machines with a displacement of 250cc 
- 575cc.  

(2) 450 Pro/Am: Single-cylinder machines a 
displacement of 125 - 250cc 2-stroke, 250 - 
450cc 4-strokes or twin-cylinder machines with a 
displacement of 250cc - 450cc.  

(3) 250 Pro/Am: Single-cylinder machines a 
displacement of 125 - 144cc 2-stroke or 200 - 
250cc 4-strokes.  

(4) ATV Pro/Am: Pro or Expert rider, unlimited 
displacement single- or twin-cylinder machines. 
Stock frame and ATV engine cases from the 
original manufacturer of that make and model 
are required. OEM frames may have material 
added for strength; these changes shall not 
affect frame geometry. Minimum age is 16. 

P. Land Speed Racing  
AMA sanctioned land speed racing organizations operate under 
AMA approved rules of the meet. 

1. Land speed racing is a contest of speed from a rolling start 
to a finish line over a measured distance of 1-mile. The 
course is 1-mile in length with any combination of run-up 
and run-off area and must be straight with a smooth 
surface. There must be sufficient distance beyond the 
finish line (a minimum of 1-mile) to allow a safe stop. 

2. In addition to this rulebook AMA sanctioned land speed 
racing meets will use a set of AMA approved 
supplementary regulations. AMA sanctioned land speed 
racing supplementary regulations will be available at 
www.amaracing.com. 
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SECTION 3.4 
DIRT TRACK STAGGERED START PROCEDURE 

 
 

A.    When called to the starting line, the leader will pick his starting 
position. 

 
 1.   For heat races, the leader may only choose the inside or  

 outside positions. 

 2.   For semis and main events the leader may choose to 
 start in any position within the designated starting area. 

B.   The next rider in line will start to the leaders outside, if possible 
and if not, that rider will be moved to the inside of the rider who 
has the first pick. That rider will line up approximately 3-feet 
over with his front wheel in a horizontal line approximately 1-
foot behind the rear wheel of the first rider.  

C.  This procedure will follow suit until all starting positions are 
utilized.  
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SECTION 3.5 
DIRT TRACK GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP SUPPLEMENTAL RULES 
 
 
a. AMA Pro Racing license holders must wait one full year after 

their pro license expires to be eligible for Amateur National 
competition.   

b. If one or more main events cannot be run, results will be 
awarded based on heat and/or semi results. 

c. Five entries minimum are required to make a class. 

d. Limit of three classes per rider per meet. 

e. Knobby tires will NOT be permitted. 

f. Only riders who qualify for main events will receive points. 

g. All riders who qualify for a main event but are unable to start will 
receive seven points which is equal to a 12th place finish 
position. 

h. Riders who are disqualified from a main event will not receive 
points. 

i. Ties in the final standings will be broken for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
places only.  The first tiebreaker is the better finish in the final 
main event in the class; the second tiebreaker is the better 
finish in the next to last main event in the class, etc.  If the main 
events are run in an order different than originally scheduled, 
e.g. because of a rain delay, the actual order in which the races 
took place will apply. 

j. The machine the rider brings to the starting line for his/her first 
heat is considered the qualified machine for that day’s event. 

k. The 2010 AMA Sports Rulebook states that sound testing is 
both mandatory and a promoter responsibility, it also states that 
the promoter may impose penalties for non-compliance. It is 
understood that compliance with this rule is not a simple 
process for the dirt track community. In many cases, stock 
frames are not used and exhaust systems require fabrication. 
The AMA will be enforcing sound limits at the 2010 AMA Racing 
Dirt Track Grand Championships and will be strongly 
encouraging promoters to use the same format.    
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SECTION 3.6 
RECOMMENDED TRACK RACING PAYOUT 

SCHEDULE 
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