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2009 AMA Racing Rules  
Governing Pro/AM, Standard, ATV and Youth Competition 
An exclusive service to members of the American Motorcyclist 

Association 
 
Foreword 
 
The American Motorcyclist Association takes pride in its long record of 
achievement as the world’s largest sanctioning body for the sport of 
motorcycle competition. Since 1924 the objectives of the Association 
have been the same: to foster strong and fair competition; to provide 
reasonable guidelines for the various types of competition; and to provide 
an impartial competition program. 

The rules of competition are intended only as a guide for the conduct of 
the sport pursuant to uniform rules. Rules directed or related to safety are 
promulgated to make all persons concerned with safety, but the AMA 
neither warrants safety if the rules are followed nor compliance with an 
enforcement of the rules. Moreover, each participant in competition has 
the responsibility to assess the safety aspects of facilities and conditions, 
and must assume the risk of competition. 

*Recognized and non-recognized districts, and organizations within 
a district may submit temporary, locally appropriate supplemental 
regulations for prior approval by the AMA Racing Department. 
Supplemental regulations may not be in conflict with national rules and in 
the event of a protest or appeal; judgment will be based on information 
contained in the AMA national rules. Contact the AMA at 800-262-5646 
for the address of your district office. 

*The American Motorcyclist Association/All Terrain Vehicle 
Association (AMA/ATVA) prohibits discrimination in all of its 
programs and activities (including all AMA/ATVA sanctioned events) 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, creed, religion, sex, age, 
disability, veteran status, marital status, familial status, parental 
status, sexual orientation, or any other category protected by 
applicable state or federal law.   
  
HOW TO USE THESE RULES 
These rules are to be used for all types of AMA-Sanctioned Amateur, and 
Youth competition. These rules should be used in the following manner: 

1. Become familiar with the definitions found in the glossary. 
2. Know who may ride and how to determine their proper classification, 

found in each discipline chapter. 
3. Equipment standards are listed in each discipline chapter and only 

apply to that chapter. 
4. Chapter one begins with the rules that apply to Motocross followed 

by chapters for Off-road, Track Racing and ATV. Special rules that 
pertain to each specific type of competition are listed in the 
appropriate chapter. A special rule takes precedence over the 
general rule when they differ. Example: The special rules for 
Observed Trials found in Section 2.3M of Chapter two are to be 
used with and in addition to the General rules at the beginning of the 
same chapter. 

5. The youth rules are specific to each chapter and can be found in the 
proper sections of each chapter. 

6. Chapter four pertains to ATVs (4-Wheel). 
7. Your right to file a protest or appeal and the procedures involved are 

in chapter five. 
8. Chapter six contains the appendices, which include the duties and 

responsibilities of the promoter and meet officials, the glossary and 
the Assumption of Risk and Release and Waiver of Liability for your 
review. 

9. The 2010 rules become effective February 15, 2010.
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SECTIONS 1.1 
MOTOCROSS RIDERS AND ELIGIBILITY 

 
Special Note: The American Motorcyclist Association does not test 
the skill of individual participants in AMA-sanctioned events, nor 
does the Association license amateur competitors or judge rider 
competence. Participants are solely responsible for their safety. AMA 
Competition and ATVA Memberships are interchangeable. 
 
A. General 

1. All riders in AMA/ATVA sanctioned competition are 
required to be AMA or ATVA members; they must also be 
members of their respective recognized district 
organization, if it so requires. AMA associate members 
may not participate in AMA-sanctioned off-road 
competition. If an AMA District membership in a rider’s 
home district is not required, a rider competing outside 
their home district shall not be required to purchase 
another districts membership card unless they desire to 
have their points kept and be eligible for year-end awards 
in that district. Additional membership cards specific to an 
event or series are not required unless the rider wishes to 
have their points kept for that series or event. Race entry 
cannot be denied if the rider has a valid AMA and District 
card (where applicable). Entry fees can be altered at the 
promoter’s discretion for riders without specific series or 
event memberships. AMA-chartered clubs or promoters 
may collect a contestant’s AMA membership card when 
they sign in and return the card at the end of the meet. A 
proper legal release must accompany each amateur 
membership application and the systems must be as 
uniform as possible among the districts. The minimum age 
for amateur riders is 12-years. In all off-road events, a rider 
must be 14-years or older to ride motorcycles above 
250cc. The age of the rider is determined as of the date of 
the event, except in youth competition. 

2. Standard meets are open to all qualified AMA members 
without regard to the gender of the entrant. *Recognized 
and non-recognized districts, and organizations within 
a district must submit any supplementary regulations 
to the AMA for approval prior to the first event of the 
year. Failure to do so may result in permanent loss of 
sanction. 

3. At Standard meets, only A class riders (the highest rider 
classification) may compete for cash prizes. Rider 
classification is determined by the district, or by the meet 
referee in unrecognized districts. 

4. No rider under the legal age of majority in the state in 
which the meet takes place may compete without the 
written consent (signature on liability releases and entry 
forms) of his/her parents or legal guardians present at the 
meet. An authorized adult acting on behalf of the parents 
or legal guardians must provide a notarized statement 
indicating they have been given the authority by the parent 
or legal guardian to be responsible for the minor during the 
meet. All releases and notarized statements must be 
forwarded to the AMA with the referee report and/or injury 
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report. The parents, legal guardians or authorized adult 
must remain present while the AMA member he/she is 
responsible for is at the meet. 

5. All race personnel, officials, riders, mechanics and anyone 
associated with riders and photographers must not 
consume or be under the influence of intoxicants or drugs 
that could affect their normal mental or physical ability. 
Besides affecting the safety of the meet, any such use is 
inconsistent with the concept of good sportsmanship and 
is harmful to the sport of motorcycling. 

6. Riders and/or family and pit crew who direct foul and 
abusive language to an official of the sponsoring club, 
promoter, AMA official, or district official are subject to 
disqualification for the entire meet. 

7. Each rider is responsible for the actions of their family and 
pit crew, and any detrimental action caused by these 
individuals puts that rider at risk of disqualification. 

8. All riders and other race personnel must assess for 
themselves the track, facilities, existing conditions and 
other matters relating to safety. The AMA cannot and does 
not supervise any competition. All riders and race 
personnel must rely on their own judgment and assume all 
risks of participating in competition in any manner. 

9. Professional Motocross or Supercross riders, or any riders 
holding a professional racing license from another country 
are eligible to compete in amateur competition and are 
eligible for the cash awards (purse) from the event, but not 
eligible for district points. Pro riders are not eligible for any 
factory contingency awards for the event unless otherwise 
stated in the contingency program guidelines or rules. 
AMA Pro Racing licensed Motocross riders or AMA Racing 
Supercross licensed riders or any riders holding a 
professional racing license from another country must wait 
one full year after their professional license expires to be 
eligible for Amateur National competition or year-end 
district awards.  An AMA appeal process is available. To 
ride in a promoter offered “PRO” class, riders MUST have 
a Pro license. 

10. Any member subject to disciplinary action by AMA Pro 
Racing, including a permanent revocation and loss of 
licensure to engage in professional competition, shall be 
ineligible to participate in any AMA-sanctioned amateur 
competition. 

11. All riders and motorcycles participating in any AMA 
Amateur sanctioned meet will comply with the Amateur 
Rule Book. 

B. Riders and Classifications 

1. Riders are responsible to enter only classes in which they 
are eligible. See chapter 5, section B, paragraph 5b for the 
penalty. 

2. The AMA, on the basis of participation and achievement in 
district-level competition, shall classify riders unless 
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otherwise provided by AMA rules. Rider classification shall 
be as follows: 

 
Classification Description 

A The highest classification 
B The classification preceding A 
C The classification preceding B 

Additional entry-level classifications based upon the amount 
of rider participation at the district level in any particular 
district at any meet may establish classifications based on 
circumstances. 

 
3. Riders advance from one rider classification to the next 

higher classification based on their Rider Performance 
Value (RPV). 

4. Participation in or advancement to a higher class in any 
AMA or non-AMA activity by any rider will result in 
permanent advancement to that higher class (in like 
activity) in all AMA-sanctioned competition. (Like 
activity=MX to MX or Enduro to Enduro, etc.) 

5. A rider may choose at any time to advance to a higher 
rider classification. 

6. A rider may not return to a lower classification without 
AMA approval. 

7. Riders who wish to contest placement or classification may 
appeal once to the AMA. There will be a 4-member board 
to hear complaints and there is no second appeal to this 
classification process. NO less than 2 members on this 
appeal board will have background in the sport that is 
being contested.  

a. Riders returned to a lower class are only those who 
officials consider completely non-competitive in the 
class they are leaving and will not dominate the class 
they are returning to. 

b. A rider may return to a lower class only once. 

c. A rider returning to competition after several years 
must request to be reverted as explained above and 
cannot move back a class automatically or without 
AMA and district permission. Failure to comply will 
result in suspension or other disciplinary action. 

8. Riders between the ages of 12 and 15 riding the B class 
shall not be forced into A class, regardless of how many B 
races or advancement points he/she has. Riders in this 
age group may advance based on their own 
ability/competence. 

9. For rider classification advancement the National 
Advancement System must be used. In unrecognized 
districts the AMA National Advancement System may be 
applied when inconsistencies or lack of an advancement 
system exists. 

10. Under penalty of disqualification, a rider may not use more 
than one machine in any class. 
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11. More than one contestant may ride the same motorcycle, 
as long as the riders are entered in different classes (e.g., 
250A and 250B). 

C. Entries 

1. Contestants must sign all entry blanks in ink. A promoter 
may refuse the entry of a rider who has not made 
arrangements to pay medical bills or ambulance bills 
incurred as a result of injuries at a previous meet 
sponsored by that promoter. 

2. No more than one engine number can appear on an entry 
blank. 

3. Promoters may establish advanced entry closing dates. 
Promoters may accept post entries with higher entry fees. 
In any case, the conditions of entry must appear in all 
advertisements. 

4. Entrants may be removed from a meet for breaking any 
rules of conduct. However, promoters and recognized 
districts cannot issue continuing suspensions of AMA 
membership cards. 

5. If youth and amateur events are being run on the same 
day at the same location, no youth entrant would be 
eligible to enter more than three classes for the entire day. 
No youth rider shall ride in more than one age grouping 
during any meet, (e.g., a rider is 11-years old or 12-years 
old. He cannot be two different ages because of date of 
birth). 

6. A youth or amateur entrant may use the same machine in 
more than one class on the same day as long as the 
machine and rider meet the requirements of the class. 

7. A rider must actually start *an event to be considered a 
participant. 

D. Youth Riders and Eligibility 
 

WARNING: Motor vehicle mishaps, in competition or 
otherwise, can result in injury or death. Minors without 
parental consent or supervision should never use motor 
vehicles. 

 
The American Motorcyclist Association does not test the 
skill of individual participants in AMA-sanctioned standard 
events, nor does the Association license amateur 
competitors or judge rider competence. Participants are 
solely responsible for their own safety. 
 
Unless otherwise provided for in this section, the rules of 
amateur competition also apply to youth meets. 

 
1. Youth General 

a. To compete in a youth meet, an AMA member must 
be no younger than seven years of age (except in the 
0-51cc class, as described below) and no older than 
16-years. The referee or clerk of course may ask to 
see any rider’s proof of age at sign-in. Proof of age 
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must be available at all area qualifiers, youth and 
amateur regional meets and the National Amateur 
Championship races. 

b. Parents, legal guardians or authorized adults must 
remain present at all times during the participation of 
an AMA member in any AMA-sanctioned youth meet. 

(1) To authorize a minor to compete, parents, legal 
guardians or authorized adults must sign below 
the rider’s signature on the entry form. 

(2) The notarized authorization signed by the rider’s 
parents or legal guardians giving responsibility 
to authorized adults must be kept on file with the 
rider’s release form. 

c. The rider must be large enough and mature enough 
to control his/her machine at all times, and to ride it 
safely. This includes stopping, starting, standing still, 
mounting, dismounting and putting one or both feet 
on the ground. The referee has the authority to 
disqualify a rider that cannot safely control his/her 
motorcycle/minicycle. If a rider’s physical stature is 
such that they cannot reach the ground with both feet, 
blocks may be used *at the starting line but must be 
removed immediately after the start. 

d. A rider’s age on January 1 will determine their age for 
remainder of the year. A rider may move to the next 
higher age class within the youth division only if they 
will be eligible to do so at any time during the year. 
Once a rider moves to the next higher age class in 
AMA or non-AMA competition, they may not move 
back to the lower age class. Riders are encouraged 
to determine at the beginning of the points 
season/year, in which age class they will participate  
for the points season/year. Points earned in a lower 
age class will not transfer to the higher age class.  

e. *No “A class” riders are permitted to compete in 
any “Youth” classes. 

2. Youth Entries 

a. When youth and amateur events are being run on the 
same day at the same location, youth entrants are 
eligible to enter a maximum of three classes for the 
day. 

b. A youth entrant may use the same machine in both 
youth and amateur events on the same day as long 
as the machine meets the engine displacement of the 
class entered. Where district numbering systems are 
in effect, proper numbers must be displayed on the 
machine. 

3. Points - Riders are eligible to receive district points in 
youth classes. Additional points programs may be 
established by the recognized district organization. A 
sample points chart is located in Chapter Appendix 6.1. 
The American Motorcyclist Association does not inspect 
vehicles used in AMA-sanctioned competition. Participants 
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are solely responsible for the condition of their vehicles 
and their competence to operate them. 
 

WARNING: Motor vehicle mishaps, in competition or otherwise, 
can result in injury or death. Minors without parental consent or 
supervision should never use motor vehicles. 
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SECTIONS 1.2 
MOTOCROSS EQUIPMENT 

 
Special Note: The American Motorcyclist Association does not 
inspect vehicles in AMA-sanctioned competition. Participants are 
solely responsible for the condition of their vehicles and their 
competence to operate them. 
 
A. Approval of Motorcycles/Minicycles 

1. Motorcycles and minicycles used in stock class 
competition must be approved by the AMA. Modified 
classes will run as indicated in this Section.  

2. For a motorcycle/minicycle to be approved, the 
manufacturer must apply to the AMA, register the 
machine’s specifications, provide photographs and prove 
that 100 identical, completed machines of the same model 
are available for sale to the general public at multiple 
dealer showrooms throughout all six AMA regions. AMA 
staff will verify production requirements. Application forms 
for motorcycle/minicycle approval are available from the 
AMA. The approval procedure for the following model year 
will open August 15 and must be completed no later than 
the following March 15. 

a. Manufacturers and distributors must have a sufficient 
quantity of spare parts to meet customer demand for 
a minimum of the current model year being approved. 
Any parts determined to be inadequate in design or 
construction may be upgraded by the OEM approval 
process, as defined by the AMA staff, and must be 
submitted no later than June 15 of the model year. 
AMA may require one unit of each approved model 
and/or upgraded part(s) to be provided for long-term 
parts comparison. 

3. A list of currently approved models is available at 
www.amaracing.com 

B. Stock Class Additional Equipment Standards 

1. To be eligible for a STOCK CLASS, the following cannot 
be changed or modified:  

Air box Frame 

Carburetor (jetting changes allowed) Rim size 

Electronics Stroke 

Exhaust system Swingarm 

Internal Engine Components Wheel hubs 

*Lower Triple Clamp  

 
*Note: Additional stock class requirements and the 
supplemental rules for the AMA National Amateur 
Motocross Series can be found at MXSports.com. 

2. The following items are exceptions for stock class 
competition: 
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a. Cylinder re-plating is allowed but must retain the 
original manufacturers bore. 

b. Changes to carburetor jetting are allowed.  

c. Clutch plates, pistons and piston rings may be 
aftermarket items as long as they maintain the stock 
shape, design and material of the OEM parts.  

d. Material may be added to the existing frame for 
strength, including welding. These changes shall not 
affect frame geometry. 

e. OEM front and rear suspension can be altered with 
internal modifications only. Shock linkage and 
suspension spring rates may be changed to any 
commercially available part.  

3. To be eligible for stock classes that use oil-injection 
systems, only oil may be put in the reservoir. Pre-mix 
gasoline is not allowed in the oil-injection system. 

4. High compression pistons are not allowed. All other 
internal engine componentsmust be stock OEM parts. 

5. Any items not listed above may be changed or modified. 

6. Violations of the stock class rules as determined by the 
protest process or by the referee of the event will result in 
a disqualification from the event. A second violation of the 
stock class rules will result in a disqualification from the 
event and a suspension from AMA competition for one 
year. However, if a violation is deemed by the referee to 
be cosmetic in nature, with no performance advantage or 
willful misconduct involved, he may issue a warning or fine 
in lieu of disqualification. 

C. General Equipment Standards  
Equipment used in sanctioned competition must meet the 
following standards, except as otherwise specifically provided 
for in this rulebook. When the rules permit or require equipment 
to be installed, replaced, altered or fabricated, it is the sole 
responsibility of the rider to select components, materials and/or 
fabricate the same, so that the motorcycle components will 
perform safely in competition. 

1. Engines (Modified Classes) 

All classes are considered modified unless stated 
otherwise. Motorcycles must use the crankcases of the 
production motorcycle engine. The use of sleeving, 
stroking or boring to change displacement classes is 
allowed. The actual displacement of a motor must be 
stamped on the side of the cylinder or engine case. The 
displacement of the motorcycle or minicycle may not 
exceed the class limit. The frame with which a rider has 
qualified may not be changed, though engines may be. 
Piston displacement may be measured using either of the 
following formulas: 

a. V=[pi]R2h; 2 indicates the number is squared; (pi) is 
3.1416; R is 1/2 bore; and h is the measured stroke. 
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b. V=B2(.7854)(h); B is bore and h is stroke. (Bore X 
Bore X 0.7854 X stroke X number of cylinders.) 

Note: 

If bore and stroke is in millimeters, divide the end 
product by 1,000 to convert to cubic centimeters (cc). 
If bore and stroke is in inches, multiply the end 
product by 16.387 to convert to cubic centimeters 
(cc). 

(1) Piston displacement specifications depend on 
the type of meet. 

(2) Any crankshaft configuration may be used (180-
degree firing, alternate firing, etc.). 

(3) Superchargers are prohibited. 

2. All motorcycles must use petroleum-based gasoline as 
defined by the American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM), designation: D4814. All gas must be stored in 
approved containers. 

3. Transmission 

a. The gearbox is limited to the number of speeds of the 
approved motorcycle. However, machines originally 
equipped with fewer than six speeds may be 
increased to a maximum of six speeds. 

b. All approved motorcycles must be fitted with a 
transmission as catalogued and sold by the 
manufacturer of the motorcycle in question. 

c. Specially fabricated clutch levers or pedals may be 
used.  

d. Special sprockets may be fabricated, but they must 
be made and attached in a safe and workmanlike 
manner. An extra sprocket cannot be mounted to the 
rear wheel. 

e. Starting systems may be removed, including kick 
lever, pedal, starter crank gear and starter shaft. Kick 
pedals must be of the folding type. 

f. There are no limitations on gearing.  

4. Brakes 

a. Brakes must be manufactured and installed in a safe 
and workmanlike manner. 

b. A brake or braking device does not mean a 
compression release, although compression releases 
may be installed in addition to brakes. 

c. Motorcycles and minicycles in motocross competition 
must be equipped with adequate, operating front and 
rear brakes. 

d. Special pedals must be rubber-covered. 

e. Brake ventilation is permitted. 
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f. Brakes that operate by friction on the tire or wheel rim 
are prohibited. 

5. Wheels and Axles 

Aluminum wheel axles are prohibited in all AMA 
motorcycle competition. 

6. Frame 

a. Frame parts must be manufactured in a safe and 
workmanlike manner, and any frame modifications 
also must be done in a workmanlike manner. 

b. Titanium frames are not allowed. 

c. Safety bars and stands must be removed. 

d. Footrests and levers 

(1) All footrests must fold back at a 45-degree angle 
for at least 50 degrees of movement. 

(2) Footrests must have a non-skid surface (e.g., 
knurled, serrated, rubber covered etc). 

(3) The length of the footrest pivot point to the 
frame, engine or transmission must not exceed 
2-inches and may not be lower than the 
crankcase or frame, whichever is lower. 

(4) Once qualified for the meet, the machines frame 
may not be replaced. 

7. Handlebars and Controls 

a. Handlebars must be made of steel, aluminum, 
titanium or another material approved by the AMA. 
Repaired, cracked or broken handlebars are 
prohibited. Handlebar mounts may be altered. 

b. Control levers must have ball ends at least 1/2-inch in 
diameter. 

c. All motorcycles must be equipped with a functional 
mechanical kill device (such as a compression 
release) or ignition cut-off switch mounted on the 
handlebar and able to be reached without taking 
one’s hand from a handgrip. 

d. Motorcycles must be fitted with a self-closing throttle. 

8. Forks 

a. Forks must be adequate in strength and size for the 
motorcycle and its use. 

b. Fender brackets may be removed. 

c. If the forks are moved up in the triple clamps and 
protrude more than 1-inch (including air stem if so 
equipped) above the lowest portion of the handlebars, 
then a protection device must be fitted over them. 

d. A steering damper may be fitted in all types of 
competition. 
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9. Gas Tanks 

a. Gas tank capacity must be between 5 liters (1.32 gal.) 
and 24 liters (6.34 gal.). The gas tank must be 
manufactured and mounted in a safe and 
workmanlike manner. 

b. Leaking gas tanks or fittings, as well as temporary 
makeshift repairs, are prohibited. 

c. Seat tanks are prohibited. 

d. Gas tank vent lines must have a device that prevents 
gasoline from escaping. 

e. The same size gas tank must be used during the 
entire meet, including qualification. During pit stops, 
gas tanks may not be changed instead of adding fuel 
to the original tank. 

10. Fenders 

a. The front fender and the rear portion of the rear 
fender may be removed, or special fenders may be 
fitted. However, any special fenders must be mounted 
securely and safely. 

b. Rear fenders must extend at least to a vertical line 
drawn through the rear axle. 

11. Chain Guards 

a. A guard must completely enclose the primary drive 
(The counter-shaft sprocket and primary back drive 
are not considered parts of the primary drive). 

b. A rear chain guard is not required. 

12. Exhaust System (94 Db/A beginning 2011; see appendix 6.2) 

a. The exhaust system must be attached securely 
together and to the frame, and must remain so until 
the end of the event. 

b. The discharge end of an exhaust system may not 
extend past the rear edge of the back tire, nor point 
so that it creates dust or interferes with the vision of 
another rider.  

c. Machines entered in all meets shall have 
mufflers/silencers which do not exceed the maximum 
db(A) required by the state where the meet is being 
held or 99 db(A), whichever is less, measured at half 
maximum rpm per MIC manual SAE J1287 test at 
0.5-meters (20-inches).  

 

d. Applicable sound test limits may not be exceeded at 
any time during an event. Testing by a club or 
promoter is required. The testing may be conducted 

Same height as a rearmost 
exhaust outlet. Microphone 
0.5-meters = 20-inches 
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at any time. Any machine not complying with 
applicable sound rules may be penalized. 

e. When required, spark arresters shall remain in place 
throughout the event. 

f. Items 12. a-e above applies to all entrants, including 
pro-licensed riders. 

13. Tires 

a. Recapped or retreaded tires are prohibited. 

b. No rubber or metal studs (or foreign materials) may 
be added to the tire tread. 

c. No paddle tires may be used. 

d. No liquid may be used as a primary tire filler. 

14. Number Plates  

a. Three number plates are required, and must be 
mounted securely and in a workmanlike manner. All 
number plates must be clearly visible. Materials and 
thickness are to be OEM material and style. 

b. Nothing but a riding number and letter may appear on 
the plate. Numbers and letters must be clearly legible. 

c. Numbers must be at least 5-inch high standard block 
letters; numbers must not be shaded or outlined. 
Lettering must have a professional appearance. AMA 
national numbers will take precedence in all events, 
and will be designated by a 3-inch letter N (such as 
1N). Nothing but the number and letter may appear 
on a number plate, except the top 2-inches of the 
front number plate for sponsor or rider names. 

d. A minicycle number plate should be no smaller than 
the original equipment supplied by that model. 

e. Number Plates - it is recommended that number plate 
colors be as follows: A classification: White with black 
numbers. B classification: Yellow with black numbers. 
C classification: Black with white numbers. 

f. It is recommended that in addition to numbers on the 
motorcycle, the rider should put their number on the 
back of their jersey or chest protector. 

15. No electronic communication with the rider is permitted. 

16. All riders should have a working, 2-pound minimum, BC-
rated, fire extinguisher in their pit area. 

17. Streamlined parts, shells or housings are not permitted. 

18. No lights, license plates, brackets, mirrors, glass or 
equipment posing a hazard to the rider or other 
competitors are allowed. 
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D. Motorcycle Equipment Inspection 

1. The referee has the power to disqualify any motorcycle 
that does not conform to the rules, and may inspect any 
part of a motorcycle entered in an AMA-sanctioned meet. 
A machine that passes a pre-race inspection is subject to 
further inspection or protest at any time during the race 
program. 

2. A rider who refuses to turn over their machine for 
inspection or measurement at the request of the referee or 
meet officials is automatically disqualified from the meet. 

E. Competition Apparel 

It is the sole responsibility of the rider to select a helmet and 
apparel that will provide appropriate protection. The AMA does 
not endorse or certify any manufacturers or products. The rider 
must rely on his own judgment in the selection of any helmet 
and apparel for durability and safety. 

1. A rider must wear a helmet at all times when riding on a 
track or course. Helmets must be of the full-face or full-
coverage type. In contests of speed, all riders must utilize 
a shatterproof face shield or shatterproof goggles. The 
helmet must conform to one of the following recognized 
standards and have a label affixed certifying its approval: 

USA: Snell M2005, M2010 or DOT FMVSS 218 
Europe: Regulation ECE 22-04, ECE 22-05 P’ 
UK: BSI 6658 Type A 
Japan: JIS T 8133:2 
Any of the FIM SFI approved certifications. 

 
It is recommended that all helmets used in competition be 
equipped with a commercially manufactured emergency 
helmet removal device such as the Eject helmet removal 
system. 

It is recommended that all competitors display the 
following information on the base of the helmet: name, 
drug allergies and blood type. It is also advisable to carry 
this information on a small card inside the leathers and 
add any pertinent information such as epilepsy, diabetes, 
current medications and past medical problems. 

2. Protective pants made of leather or other durable material 
and long sleeve jerseys must be worn in all competition.  

3. When riding vests or jerseys are used for rider 
identification, there must be an 8-inch number on the back, 
and the jersey and number must be of contrasting colors. 
Contrasting-colored leather jackets may be worn in place 
of a vest. Long sleeves must be worn in all competition. 

4. Boots must be worn in all meets. They must be at least 8-
inches high with any combination of laces, buckles or 
zippers, or specially designed and constructed for leg and 
foot protection. 
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SECTIONS 1.3 
MOTOCROSS MEETS 

 
Special Note: The American Motorcyclist Association does not set engineering 
and design standards or inspect tracks used in AMA-sanctioned standard 
events. Participants are solely responsible for their safety at AMA-sanctioned 
meets and should assess their own ability to negotiate each individual track or 
course. Participants who doubt the competence of track officials, have 
concerns about the safety of the course, or their own ability to negotiate the 
course, or are uncertain about the condition of their vehicle, or doubt the 
competence of fellow competitors, should not participate and should request 
the return of their entry fee before competitive activity begins. 
 
A. General Rules of the Meet 

1. Every club, association, promoter, rider and all other 
persons participating in or connected with any meet are 
bound by these rules. Recognized districts must submit 
any supplementary rules to the AMA for approval. 

2. No stylized jumping contests will be allowed before, during 
or after AMA-sanctioned events. 

3. No gambling is permitted at any AMA-sanctioned meet, 
and it is the responsibility of the promoter and referee to 
strictly enforce this rule. 

4. Amateur riders may enter three classes per meet. See 
section 1.1 D2a for youth eligibility. 

5. At any meet, except speedway and sidecar events, the 
following applies: The machine must meet the class 
requirement for engine size. All classes need not be run in 
any given meet. However, all classes to be run must be 
listed on any advance advertisements. If there are five or 
more entries for any class, that class must be run. If there 
are more than five but fewer than 12 riders in each of any 
two consecutive classes, these classes may be run at the 
same time (for separate prizes). In any advertised class 
with fewer than five entries, the class must be run, scored 
and awarded but may be combined with a similar ability or 
equipment class. Sidecar entries must be a minimum of six 
AMA members and three sidecars. *Minicycles and 
motorcycles may not race or practice on the track or 
course at the same time.  

6. As specified in Section 1.2, general equipment standards, 
motorcycles must be equipped with mufflers. Meets should 
be advertised as muffled to promote good community 
relations. 

7. With AMA permission, a standard meet may run in 
conjunction with a professional meet. At meets where 
spectator admission is charged, an entry fee may be 
charged in addition to the admission fee. 

8. At meets where the promoter is supplying medical 
insurance for the riders, they may collect an additional fee 
for this service. The promoter must display at sign up a 
sign stating, RIDER MEDICAL INSURANCE TODAY, in 3-
inch letters. All other meets should be recognized as not 
having rider medical insurance. 
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their machines to be ridden, outside these boundaries will 
be excluded from the meet. 

5. A rider must be ready when called to the starting area. If 
not ready, 2-minutes are allowed after the starters call to 
make minor repairs. If after the 2-minute period, the rider is 
still not ready, he is excluded from the event. Once an 
alternate rider has been called to the starting line by the 
referee, he will not be removed unless disqualified for 
some infraction. No alternate rider will be placed in an 
event once it has been started. Additionally, alternate 
riders may not be placed in an event that must be 
restarted. Any rider may ask for 2-minutes to make repairs, 
but the additional time will not prevent the disqualification 
of another rider who has used the 2-minute limit. 

6. Race Program 

If there are more riders in a class than can be 
accommodated on the course, the following format is 
recommended: 

a. Riders are divided into two or more groups, using each 
group as a first moto that qualifies them to the second 
moto. 

b. If two groups are used, the top 15 riders from each 
group will advance directly to the second moto. Any 
riders not placing in the top 15 will race a last chance 
qualifier where the top ten finishers transfer to the 
second moto. A riders qualifying finish will count as 
their first moto score. Riders transferring from the last 
chance qualifier will receive a first moto score equal to 
their last chance qualifier finish, plus 15 points. 

c. If three or more qualifying groups are required, it is the 
referee’s discretion to structure the qualifying groups 
and number of transfer positions for each group. 

d. When qualifying groups are used, the fastest overall 
time in the qualifying groups will receive the first gate 
choice, followed by the winner of the next fastest 
qualifier, then second from the fastest qualifier and so 
on until all qualified riders have received a starting 
position. 

e. Format can be adjusted to meet track needs. 

7. Except in a designated mechanics area, no adjustments, 
repairs or refueling may be done during a moto. A rider, 
however, may do such work anywhere on the course 
without assistance and using only parts or tools he may be 
carrying himself. Once an event has started, any change 
of motorcycles is forbidden. A rider will be disqualified from 
the moto for disregarding this rule. 

8. A rider whose machine becomes disabled before he 
reaches the finish line may, without assistance, push or 
carry the motorcycle (in the direction of the track) across 
the finish line to receive the checkered flag. At the 
referee’s discretion, the rider may be instructed to leave 
the track at the nearest exit point, and will be considered to 
have completed the event, provided he has completed at 
least 50% of the number of laps as the winner. 
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9. Starts 

a. A mechanical device is used to start a motocross 
event—a rubber band, gate, or when facilities permit 
and with the referee’s approval, electronically 
controlled starting lights. 

b. At the starting line, the course must allow 1-meter 
(3.2-feet) of starting space for each machine. 

c. Rubber band Starts 

(1) An elastic restraint is stretched from either end 
of the starting area to a center post. 

(2) 3-feet behind and parallel to this restraint is a 
ditch approximately 9-inches deep and 18-
inches wide, where the motorcycles front wheels 
are placed. 

(3) A penalty line, marked with lime, is 2-feet behind 
the restraint. 

(4) Any rider crossing the penalty line before the 
restraint is released will be penalized one lap. 

(5) A 2-minute warning is given, followed by a one-
minute signal. If necessary, the starter may stop 
the countdown, then restart the count at one 
minute. At the end of the one-minute period, the 
restraint is released and the race begun. 

d. When a rider chooses their location on the starting 
line, they may not change that position. 

10. False Start 

a. An official must be stationed at the side of the course, 
under orders of the Starter or Referee. 

b. In the event of a false start, which will be indicated to 
the Starter by a pre-arranged signal, the Starter will 
display a red flag to stop the race as soon as 
practical. 

c. In the event of a rider jumping the starting device, he 
shall be penalized one lap. 

11. If a rider stops for any reason during an event, he must 
restart without any outside assistance. However, if a rider 
falls, blocking the course and endangering other riders, he 
may receive help or have his machine pushed off the 
course. An attempt to help under any other situation will 
result in the rider’s disqualification. 

12. A rider leaving the course must re-enter at the same point 
or at the first point where he can safely without interfering 
with other riders and without gaining an advantage. A rider 
who fails to do so may be docked at least one finishing 
position for the moto at the discretion of the referee. In 
stadium motocross and Arenacross, a rider leaving the 
course must be allowed to re-enter the course without 
riding backward and may not be penalized, at the 
discretion of the referee. 
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13. A competitor who rides in a way that endangers officials, 
other riders or the public will be subject to immediate 
disqualification from the meet by the referee.  

14. Except in sidecar competition, riding in a prone position is 
prohibited. The penalty is disqualification. 

15. When entering or leaving the pits, a rider must use 
designated entrance and exit lanes. Failure to do so may 
result in disqualification. 

16. The referee may decide the maximum number of riders 
who start any event. Starting riders will be those who 
qualify as a result of time trials or qualifying heats.  If heat 
races are used, a rider must start a heat to qualify for the 
final event. 

17. An event stopped by the referee before 60% of the race is 
complete will be re-started from the beginning. 

18. For each class, the recommended program is two 15-
minute motos. 

D. Flags  

Flags, measuring 30-inches by 30-inches, have the following 
meanings: 

1. Green-start of race. 

2. WHITE-one lap to go until finish. 

3. YELLOW-caution. When a yellow flag is displayed, 
competitors must ride cautiously until they have passed 
the incident that caused the flag. In motocross when a 
yellow flag is displayed there is no passing or jumping 
between the flag and the incident that caused the yellow 
flag. Failure to do so may result in the rider being docked 
from one finishing position all the way to disqualification 
from the event, subject to the referee’s discretion. 

4. BLACK with 1-INCH WHITE BORDER-disqualification of a 
rider. That rider must report to the referee at once. 

5. LIGHT BLUE with DIAGONAL YELLOW STRIPE-indicates 
you are about to be overtaken by faster riders. Hold your 
line and do not impede their progress. 

6. WHITE with RED CROSS-indicates that ambulances, 
safety vehicles or emergency personnel are on the course. 
EXERCISE caution. In motocross, Arenacross, etc., 
should this flag (red cross) be displayed, riders will slow 
down, maintain position with no passing or jumping until 
past the incident.  Failure to do so may result in the rider 
being docked by one finishing position up to 
disqualification from the event, subject to the referee's 
discretion. 

7. YELLOW with THREE RED STRIPES-oil on the track at 
that location. (2-inch red stripes are perpendicular to the 
shaft of the flag.) 

8. BLACK and WHITE CHECKERED-end of race. (Checks 
are 5-inches square.) 
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9. RED-stopping of a race for any emergency situation. 

E. Scoring 

1. An AMA-approved scoring system must be used. 

2. Each rider is entitled to examine his score or scorecard 
with the head scorer or referee. 

3. No official announcement of race winners may be made 
until all checks have been examined and the head scorer 
approves the cards. Official results are declared final if no 
rider requests a recheck within a 1/2-hour after they are 
posted. The final results posted at the end of the 30-
minute protest period may not be altered except by the 
AMA or the appeal process. 

4. It is the rider’s responsibility to ensure number legibility. If 
a rider appeals his score and the numbers were not 
properly displayed, a protest will be disallowed. There will 
be no exceptions to this rule.  

5. No official announcement of race winners may be made 
until all checks have been examined and the head scorer 
approves the cards. Official results are declared final if no 
rider requests a recheck within a 1/2-hour after they are 
posted. The final results posted at the end of the 30-
minute protest period may not be altered except by the 
AMA or the appeal process. 

6. Riders earn points in each moto according to their finishing 
positions. A rider must finish at least one moto to receive 
an overall finishing position. 

7. Points awarded per moto are 1 point for first, 2 points for 
second, 3 points for third, etc. The rider accumulating the 
fewest points after both motos is the overall class winner. 
In case of a tie, the winner is the rider with the better 
finishing position in the final moto. 

8. When the winner receives the checkered flag, the race is 
considered complete and all riders who take the checkered 
flag and have completed half the laps of the winner are 
scored according to their position and number of laps 
completed as of the final lap. A rider who completed fewer 
than one-half the number of laps of the winning rider, OR 
did not take the checkered flag receives points 
corresponding to the total number of riders entered in the 
class with a minimum of 20-points. A rider who did not 
start will receive a score equal to the total number of riders 
plus 30 points. No rider will be allowed to make up lost 
laps after the checkered flag. 

9. At the sole discretion of the referee a class may be scored 
from one moto only. 

F. National Advancement System 

1. Riders will receive advancement points for participation in 
all AMA-sanctioned motocross, Arenacross, stadium 
motocross (or any similar activity) meets. AMA riders 
advance from one classification to the next through their 
successful participation in AMA-sanctioned meets. 
Advancement criteria will be reviewed annually by the 
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Motocross Committee of AMA Congress or as needed by 
the Executive Committee. 

2. *Riders eligible for advancement include youth riders 
between ages 12-16 and riders racing in specific 
classification classes (i.e. 250 C or Open C). Youth 
advancement combines all classes raced where age 
requirements are between 12-16. Youth advancement 
points are used only to advance riders to the B 
classification.  Only AMA recognized advancement 
classes will be used to calculate a Rider Performance 
Value. (RPV) 
 

3. Riders will receive advancement points for participation in 
all AMA-sanctioned motocross, Arenacross, stadium 
motocross (or any similar activity) meets. AMA riders 
advance from one classification to the next through their 
successful participation in AMA-sanctioned meets. 
Advancement criteria will be reviewed annually by the 
Motocross Committee of AMA Congress or as needed by 
the Executive Committee. 

4. Riders will be advanced at the end of each year effective 
December 31. Advancement points will be calculated from 
November 1 to October 31 each year. 

5. In series’ that roll over into a new year, riders’ must begin 
the series in the class they will compete in during the new 
year. A rider cannot continue racing their class from the 
previous year if they are no longer eligible as of December 
31. 

6. Riders who participate in a higher-level classification at 
any AMA or non-AMA track will be considered as 
advanced to that classification. 

7. All C riders carrying an RPV of 15 or higher at year-end 
will be advanced to the B class. 

8. All B riders carrying an RPV of 15 or higher at year-end 
will be advanced to the A class. 

9. Rider Performance Value (RPV) 

a. To be considered for advancement a rider must have 
a minimum of 6 points paying class finishes within the 
rider’s classification. However, the RPV for each 
displacement class will be calculated separately. 

b. *Riders who placed in the top 5 overall in a "B" 
class at the previous AMA Amateur Motocross 
National and are 16 years of age or older as of 
January 1, of current year are no longer eligible to 
compete in a "B" division. 

 
c. *Stock and modified classes will be combined 

within a displacement class. 
 
d. *Race results that have a DNF or a DNS moto 

finish are not to be used for purposes of 
calculating a rider’s advancement RPV. 
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e. *Advancement classes 125, 250 and Open should 
be run using the displacement limitations as 
shown in the class chart.  

 
f. Riders will earn performance points based on their 

finishes at each meet according to the following: 

Rider Advancement Points  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
*Example: A rider has 18 B class entries. He earns 256 points 
combined in 15 of those classes and no points in the other three. 
To calculate the RPV the total points earned (256) are divided by 
the total number of class entries in which points were earned 
(15). 256 divided by 15 = RPV of 17.06. The rider’s RPV of 17.06 
exceeds the 15 point cutoff and he is advanced to the A class.  
All C riders carrying a RPV of 15 or higher at year-end will be 
advanced to the B class. 

 
10. The following criteria are to be used when determining a 

rider’s eligibility for the C class: 

a. No rider is to be classified as a C rider if that rider had 
a RPV of 15 or higher the previous year in the C class 
or a 12-16 youth division. 

b. No rider is to be classified as a C rider if that rider has 
ever been classified as an A or Expert rider. 

c. No rider is to be classified as a C rider if that rider has 
qualified for the AMA Amateur Motocross Nationals in 
any previous year in any class. 

d. No rider is to be classified as a C rider if that rider is 
receiving or has ever received any type of OEM factory 
support in any class. 

e. *If a rider does not meet any of the above criteria, 
they may not participate in the C class if they have 
raced C or any youth class above 12 years old the 
previous 2 calendar years and have an RPV of 11.0 
or higher. 

Finish 
Position 

Points 
5-14 

Participants 

Points 
15-24 

Participants 

Points 
25+ 

Participants 
1 18 25 30 
2 16 20 25 
3 12 18 21 
4 9 16 18 
5 6 14 16 
6 5 12 15 
7 4 11 14 
8 3 10 13 
9 2 9 12 

10 1 8 11 
11  7 10 
12  6 9 
13  5 8 
14  4 7 
15  3 6 
16  2 5 
17  1 4 
18   3 
19   2 
20   1 
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11. No rider, youth or amateur, can be forced to compete in 
the A class until January 1 following their 16th birthday. 
Riders under 16-years old may advance on their own 
ability/competence. 

12. A rider may not be advanced to the A class through the 
RPV system if they were previously designated a C rider in 
the same year. 

13. *Advancement appeals for youth classes and age 
classes 25 years of age and over will be determined by 
the District with final concurrence from the AMA. 
Where there is no District representation, 
advancement appeals will be determined by the AMA. 

14. *A $50 fee must accompany all advancement appeals. 
Appeals must be made in writing accompanied by 
supporting information and submitted to the AMA via 
e-mail at: mxadvancement@ama-cycle.org, by fax at 
614-856-1924 or by mail at American Motorcyclist 
Association, 13515 Yarmouth Dr., Pickerington, Ohio 
43147. The deadline for appeals related to year-end 
advancement is March 1st. 

15. Riders who wish to contest placement or classification may 
appeal once to the AMA. There will be a 4-member board 
to hear complaint and there is no second appeal to this 
classification process. NO less than 2 members on this 
appeal board will have background in the sport that is 
being contested.  

G. Claiming 

1. All sanctioned motocross and youth meets are claiming 
meets. The claiming price shall be 30% over 
manufacturers suggested retail price using the Black Book 
AMA Official Motorcycle Value guide, Kelly Blue Book or 
NADA appraisal guide and include the complete 
motorcycle or minicycle. Vintage and ATV class equipment 
shall excluded from the claiming rule.  

2. Any rider (claimant) may enter a claim for a motorcycle (or 
minicycle) ridden in an event in which the claimant has 
competed. A claim must be entered with the referee after 
the meet has been completed, but no later than 30-
minutes afterward. The referee then notifies the owner of 
the claimed motorcycle and may take possession of it. 

3. Cash, certified check or bank draft must accompany a 
claim. The owner of the claimed machine must 
immediately deliver it intact, along with a clear title or bill of 
sale. 

4. If more than one claim is received for the same 
motorcycle, the meet referee will hold a drawing to 
determine the successful claimant. 

5. If a rider whose motorcycle is claimed refuses to comply, 
he must forfeit his trophy, is disqualified from the meet and 
will be suspended for one year. 

6. A rider may not enter a claim on his own equipment.  
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H. Youth Engine Classes and Age Groups 
 
Any of the following classes may be run, but all must be run as 
advertised.  

For the 0-51cc classes only-violations of the stock class rules 
as determined by the protest process or by the referee of the 
event will result in a disqualification from the event. A second 
violation of the stock class rules will result in a disqualification 
from the event and a suspension from AMA competition for one 
year.   

1. Minicycles-all engine types. All minicycle class machines 
must be run in the class for which they were originally 
manufactured (excluding *Supermini and Schoolboy). 

 

 

Only OEM ring and pinion may be used. All other definition and 
rules for stock classes contained in Chapter 1, Section 1.2 of the 
rulebook will apply to stock classes.  

All carburetors are to be original equipment. The intake side of the 
cylinder/output side of the carburetor must have an opening no 
larger than the above-mentioned size for that class. The opening 
must be a round opening. An oval shaped opening is NOT 
acceptable. The restriction must be a minimum of 4mm thick. The 
hole must have square corners (no radius of chamfer on either side).  

 

 

 

Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 
0cc – 51cc  2-stroke 1: Stock 

Peewee Jr. 
4 – 6 yrs 

0cc – 51cc 4-stroke 
Single-speed automatic. Maximum wheelbase 36”. Maximum wheel 
size 10”. Maximum seat height 24”. No larger than 14mm round 
intake. 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 

0cc – 51cc  2-stroke 2: Stock 
Peewee Sr. 

7 – 8 yrs 
0cc – 51cc 4-stroke 

Single-speed automatic. Maximum wheelbase 41”. Maximum wheel 
size 12”. Retrofitted 12” wheels are permitted on all class 2 
machines. OEM parts must be used. No larger than 19mm round 
intake. 

Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 
0cc – 51cc  2-stroke 3: Stock 

Peewee 
4 – 8 yrs 

 
Single-speed automatic. 2-stroke oil-injected. Maximum wheelbase 
36”. Maximum wheel size 10”. Maximum seat height 22”. No larger 
than 12mm round intake. 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 

0cc – 51cc  2-stroke 4: Stock 
Peewee 

4 – 8 yrs 
0cc – 51cc 4-stroke 

Single or multi-speed automatic. Maximum wheelbase 38”. 
Maximum wheel size 10”. Maximum seat height 22”. No larger than 
13mm round intake. 
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Seat height will be measured at 
the lowest part of the top of the 
seat. See wheelbase 
measurement process in 
Appendix 6.6.   

  

Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 
65cc 7 – 9 yrs 59cc – 65cc  2-stroke 
65cc  7 – 11 yrs 59cc – 65cc  2-stroke 
65cc 10 – 11 yrs 59cc – 65cc 2-stroke 
Minimum wheel size 10”. Maximum front wheel 14”.  
Maximum (adjusted length) wheelbase 45”.  
Maximum wheelbase must maintain manufacturers specifications. 
 
 

 

 

Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 
85cc 9 – 11 yrs 79cc – 85cc  2-stroke 

85cc 12 – 13 yrs 79cc – 85cc  2-stroke 

85cc 14 – 15 yrs 79cc – 85cc  2-stroke 

Maximum front wheel 17”. Minimum rear wheel 12”.  
Maximum rear wheel 16”. Maximum wheelbase 51”. 
 

Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 
79cc – 112cc  2-stroke Supermini 12 – 16 yrs 
75cc – 150cc 4-stroke 

Maximum wheelbase 52”. Maximum front wheel size 19”.  
Maximum rear wheel size 16”. 

 
 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 

86cc – 125cc  2-stroke Schoolboy 12 – 16 yrs 
75cc – 150cc 4-stroke 

Minimum front wheel size 19”. Minimum rear wheel size 16”. 
 
 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 

122cc –250cc  any Schoolboy 14 - 16 yrs 
 

Minimum wheelbase 53”. No minicycles or Superminis 
 
 
Class  Age requirement Engine size Engine type 
Girls 9 – 15 yrs 79cc – 105cc  2-stroke 

Maximum wheelbase 52”. Maximum front wheel size 19”.  
Maximum rear wheel size 16”. 
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a. The use of OEM or aftermarket kits to change 
displacement or wheelbase will be allowed in the 
schoolboy and supermini classes only. 

2. Stock classes-for approved minicycles/motorcycles only. 
See section 1.2 of this chapter regarding allowable 
equipment. Stock minicycles and motorcycles are subject 
to inspection, and any deviation, other than approved 
modifications, will result in the machine being assigned to 
another category or disqualification. 

I. Arenacross 

1. General 

a. Arenacross is held in an arena or other confined area 
on a man-made track. Arenacross uses a heat-final 
type of program. 

b. In any heat or final race at an Arenacross, the 
promoter may limit the number of machines to a 
maximum of 16. 

2. Arenacross classes will follow those used for motocross. 
 

Arenacross Class Points 
Finish Points Finish Points 

1 25 10 11 
2 22 11 10 
3 20 12 9 
4 18 13 8 
5 16 14 7 
6 15 15 6 
7 14 16 5 
8 13 17 4 
9 12 18 3 

 

J. Motocross 

1. General 

a. Motocross is conducted on a closed course that 
includes left and right turns, hills, jumps and irregular 
terrain. If possible, a motocross course should be laid 
out over natural terrain, and high-speed sections 
should be avoided. 

b. The course must be between 1/2-mile and 1-1/2-
miles long, with a minimum width of 20-feet. The 
starting area should face up grade when possible and 
be free of humps, jumps, gullies and hard-to-see 
irregularities. 

c. A stadium motocross is held in a stadium or other 
confined area on a man-made track. Stadium 
motocross uses a heat-final type of program. 
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d. In any heat or final race at stadium motocross meets 
the promoter may limit the number of machines to a 
maximum of 25. 

2. Classes 

a. The following is the complete class listing of approved 
amateur classes for AMA Motocross events. All 
classes are approved for competition and promoters 
must advertise any classes to be run. All classes 
must have a minimum wheelbase of 53" (except 
Women’s class). All classes may be divided into A, B 
and C skill levels at the promoter’s discretion. 

Class Engine size 

* 125cc 122cc – 125cc, 2-stroke only 
* 250cc 122cc – 250cc 
14 - 24 yrs 122cc - open 
* Open 122cc - open 
Plus 25 122cc - open 
Vet Plus 30 122cc - open 
Vet Plus 35 122cc - open 
Senior Plus 40 122cc - open 
Senior Plus 45 122cc - open 
Senior Plus 50 122cc - open 
Women (12+) 99cc – 250cc 

 
*Note: Classes marked with an astrisk should be run 
using the displacement limitations as shown. 
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SECTIONS 1.4 
MOTOCROSS PRO/AM MEETS 

 
A. Purpose 

To provide events giving riders a transition from the amateur to 
professional level by earning advancement points toward a 
professional license. 

B. Classes 

*The following is the complete clas listing of approved 
Pro/Am clsses for AMA Pro/Am events. 

Class Engine size 

 250cc 122cc – 250cc 
 Open 122cc - open 

 

C. Sanctions 

1. Pro/Am motocross sanctions may be applied for by any 
AMA-chartered club or promoter. Information on Pro/Am 
event requirements is available from the AMA. 

2. The Pro/Am motocross sanction fee is $500 per meet (not 
per day).  

3. The minimum purse requirement for a Pro/Am motocross 
event is $3,000. 

4. A minimum of $1 million dollars of participant and 
spectator liability insurance is required for each Pro/Am 
meet. Rider medical insurance is optional. 

D. Rider Eligibility 

1. Amateur and youth classes: AMA amateur and youth 
eligibility rules apply. 

2. The *250 and *450 Pro/Am motocross classes are open to 
any AMA-licensed pro rider or eligible amateur A class 
rider.  

E. Prize Money  

1. Minimum purses for Pro/Am meets shall be $3,000.  

2. See Section 1.5 for the Recommended Payout Structure. 

F. Event Procedures 

1. All event procedures relating to equipment, meet rules, 
protests and offenses shall be as defined in the AMA 
Racing rulebook. 

G. Points for Motocross 

1. At Pro/Am meets, advancement points will be paid to 
riders by their overall finish position. 

2. Points will be awarded according to the National points 
scale. (See next page.)  

3. Points are not transferable between classes.  
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4. To obtain a Professional Motocross license and 
Supercross Lites endorsement, riders must earn 75 
Pro/Am Points within a twelve month period. 

5. *Selected Pro/Am motocross events will pay double 
points toward a professional license.  

6. AMA Racing staff decides which events will pay double 
points.  
 

*Pro/Am National Points  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. A schedule of Pro/Am motocross events is available at 

www.amaracing.com. 

H. Results 

1. Reporting of Pro/Am race results, points and money paid 
will be the responsibility of the meet referee. The AMA will 
provide all forms and procedures. 

I. Officials 

The promoting organization shall be responsible for obtaining a 
qualified referee and all necessary personnel.  

J. AMA Supercross Professional License information 

Contact AMA Racing at www.amasupercross.com 

K. AMA Motocross Professional License information 

Contact AMA Pro Racing at www.mxsports.com 

 

 

 
 

Finish 
Position 

Points 
5-14 

Participants 

Points 
15-24 

Participants 

Points 
25+ 

Participants 
1 18 25 30 
2 16 20 25 
3 12 18 21 
4 9 16 18 
5 6 14 16 
6 5 12 15 
7 4 11 14 
8 3 10 13 
9 2 9 12 

10 1 8 11 
11  7 10 
12  6 9 
13  5 8 
14  4 7 
15  3 6 
16  2 5 
17  1 4 
18   3 
19   2 
20   1 
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